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FedEx St. Jude Champion-
ship to give complimentary 
tickets to military personnel 

 
All military personnel 

should visit FedExCham-
pionship.com/tickets to 

claim their tickets, if assis-
tance is needed, please  

contact: ticketsupport@pga-
tourhq.com. 

 
 Parking passes are not in-
cluded in any ticket pur-

chases. A separate parking 
pass is required each day of 
tournament week and must 

be purchased online in  
advance.   

Army chaplains mark 250 years of ministering to soldiers to 
continue legacy of spiritual support on and off battleground

 By C. Todd Lopez 
Dept. of Defense (DOD) 

 
July 29, 2025 - The Army re-
cently celebrated its 250th birth-
day — two and a half centuries 
of defending the nation since 
standing up, June 14, 1775. Not 
long after, on July 29, 1775, the 
Army Chaplain Corps was estab-
lished to provide ministerial sup-
port to those soldiers.  
  
"The members of today's Army 
Chaplain Corps are sustaining 
and enriching a sacred legacy, 
which our predecessors began 
building even before our nation 
was founded in 1776," said Army 
Chaplain (Maj. Gen.) William 
Green Jr., the 26th Army chief of 
chaplains. "Gen. George Wash-
ington requested that chaplains 
be added to the Army to meet 
soldiers' religious and spiritual 
needs, and to support good mo-
rals and morale."  
 At the request of Washington, 
the Continental Congress author-
ized one chaplain for each regu-
lar regiment of the Continental 
Army, Green said, adding that 
many of the militia regiments 
that served alongside those in the 
Continental Army also had chap-
lains.  
 
 Today, he said, the role of the 
Army Chaplain Corps remains as 
important as it was 250 years 
ago. The Chaplain Corps has 
evolved to include more than 
3,000 chaplains, nearly 3,000 re-
ligious affairs specialists, more 
than 500 chaplain candidates and 
more than 50 directors of reli-
gious education across the regu-
lar Army, Army Reserve and 
Army National Guard. They con-
tinue to provide important reli-
gious support and advice on 
spiritual matters to soldiers of all 
ranks.  
  
"Our U.S. Army Chaplain Corps 
is the most multifaceted and ca-

  MEMPHIS, TN - The Tennes-
see Chapter of the Huntington’s 
Disease Society of America 
(HDSA) will host the 2025 Edu-
cation Day - Memphis, on August 
23rd at White Station Church of 
Christ, 1106 Colonial Rd. In 
Memphis, TN. 38117. Check in 
starts at 9:00 AM, and the event 
starts at 10:00 AM. This infor-
mational event represents a local 
opportunity for members of the 
HD community of Tennessee to 
come together with friends, 
family members, neighbors and 
the community at large to raise 

The best chaplains seek out sol-
diers, Wiltermood said; they 
don't wait for soldiers to come to 
them.  
  "I think the chaplain should be 
out there and provide opportuni-
ties ... whether on a patrol or gate 
guard, the shooting range, or PT 
in the morning," he said. 
"Wherever soldiers are, the chap-
lain should be there building re-
lationships of trust."  
 
Wiltermood said he plans to stay 
in the Army for as long as he can 
and continue to serve soldiers 
wherever the Army sends him.  
"I think ... after 20 years of Army 
service, I kind of see ... a little bit 
of myself in each ," he said. "I 
think what everybody needs is ... 
a nonjudgmental, listening ear, 
someone who shows up, some-
one who's willing to listen and to 
just be a calming presence and a 
reminder of the holy."  
While serving soldiers, Wilter-
mood is helping troops stay 
strong and contributing toward 
the Army's spiritual support of 
soldiers, which has been happen-
ing since before the United States 
became a country.  
 
"One of the best things about this 
country is the ability for people 
to practice according to the dic-
tates of their own conscience," he 
said. "And the chaplain, no 
matter what faith or nonfaith, is 
there to perform or provide."  

pable chaplaincy in history, and 
we will remain so, to support our 
Army's preparations to win dur-
ing multidomain and large-scale 
combat operations in the years 
ahead," Green said. "Our corps is 
a unique branch of the total Army 
that remains a necessary, critical 
contributor to our nation's suc-
cess on the battlefields of the fu-
ture, just as it was on the 
battlefields during our nation's 
war for independence."  
 
Army Chaplain (Capt.) Bryce A. 
Wiltermood, an Army chaplain 
assigned to the 7th Special 
Forces Group at Eglin Air Force 
Base, Florida, didn't start out as 
an Army chaplain. Back in 2005, 

he enlisted in the Army as an in-
direct fire infantryman serving in 
the 75th Ranger Regiment and 
the 101st Airborne Division.  
"It was a four-year enlistment," 
he said. "In those four years, I 
spent 18 months in combat zones 
as a mortarman. I went to Iraq ... 
multiple deployments, but a total 
of 18 months."  
 
  Following his initial enlistment, 
Wiltermood left the regular 
Army, transferred into the Army 
Reserve and completed a degree 
in psychology. But by that time, 
he said, he was thinking about 
donning the uniform again.  
"I knew I wanted to continue 
serving, but I wanted to serve, I 

guess, in a different aspect," he 
said. "If I had to pinpoint it, it 
was from just really good chap-
lains that made a big impact on 
me. And so, after prayer and talk-
ing with my wife about it, this 
was a calling that I just pursued, 
kind of toward the end of getting 
my bachelor's degree ... went 
from there and got my master's in 
divinity."  
 
After completing his master's de-
gree, Wiltermood reenlisted in 
2016 as an Army chaplain. He is 
back on the front lines, this time 
without a weapon but instead 
ministering to the soldiers who 
do the fighting.  
 

"I've had a few more deploy-
ments," he said. "I went into 
combat zones in Iraq, Syria and 
Jordan. The chaplain is there to 
provide for this free exercise of 
religion for the troops, but also to 
advise commanders. Some key 
responsibilities or roles for chap-
lains include conducting reli-
gious support, spiritual or 
emotional care to the troops ... 
advisement is a big one, crisis re-
sponse, casualty care, taking ca-
sualties, and just general 
resilience and readiness to ... sol-
diers. spiritual fitness events or 
counseling or helping to prevent 
suicide ... the chaplain is a com-
mander's tool to help ready the 
force."  

These patriotic and dedicated members of the Army Chaplain Corps take seriously “...their sacred legacy which our 
predecessors began building before the nation was founded,” said Army Chaplain  (Maj. Gen.) William Green, Jr. 
(Photo/Courtesy: Dept. of Defense)

At the request of Washing-
ton, the Continental Con-
gress authorized one 
chaplain for each regular 
regiment of the Continental 
Army, Green said, adding 
that many of the militia 
regiments that served 
alongside those in the Con-
tinental Army also had 
chaplains.  

FYH = For Your Health: TN Chapter of the Huntington’s Disease Society 
of America announces Education Day  at White Station Church of Christ 

necessary awareness and funds to 
support HDSA. All proceeds sup-
port HDSA’s mission to improve 
the lives of people affected by 
Huntington’s disease (HD) and 
their families.  
 For more information about the 
event, please contact Amy Abbott 
(jabbott2727@att.net ) 
For online registration and dona-

tion information, visit 
www.hdsa.org or call (800)345-
HDSA.  
  Huntington’s disease (HD) is a 
fatal genetic disorder that causes 
the progressive breakdown of 
nerve cells in the brain. It deteri-
orates a person’s physical and 
mental abilities during their 
prime working years and has no 

cure. Every child of a parent with 
HD has a 50/50 chance of inher-
iting the faulty gene. Today, there 
are approximately 41,000 symp-
tomatic Americans and more 
than 200,000 at-risk of inheriting 
the disease. The symptoms of 
HD are described as having ALS, 
Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s – si-
multaneously. 
 
The Huntington’s Disease Soci-
ety of America is the premier 
nonprofit organization dedicated 
to improving the lives of every-
one affected by HD. From com-

munity services and education to 
advocacy and research, HDSA is 
the world’s leader in providing 
help for today and hope for to-
morrow for people with HD and 
their families. HDSA was 
founded in 1967 by Marjorie 
Guthrie, the wife of legendary 
folk singer Woody Guthrie. 
Woody died from HD complica-
tions when he was only 55 years 
old, but the Guthrie family leg-
acy lives on at HDSA to this day. 
 
To learn more about Hunting-
ton’s disease and the work of the 
Huntington’s Disease Society of 
America, visit www.hdsa.org or 
call (800)345-HDSA.  

 
Tennessee’s 

Longest-Serving 
District Attorney 

Retires 
 

See sports-Military 3 

 
 “Equity” in DEI is a 

Marxist Term.  
 

 Research before  
you believe. 

  
No DEI!!!
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